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Clara (draft 3)

By Paul Sheeky

 

FADE IN

 

Close up - The black and white keys of an electronic keyboard fill the frame.

 

FADE OUT

 

TITLE - CLARA

 

FADE IN

 

Close up - The off button of a TV situated next to the glowing red of the standby light.

 

The rest of the titles appear over various images of switched off electronic musical instruments, a computer, a TV and a camcorder; all photographed extremely closely to give them an abstract quality.

 

 

INT - MARK'S STUDIO - NIGHT

 

The small music studio consists of a synthesizer, a small mixer and a rack containing a sampler and effects units, all built around a computer with a large monitor screen. There are two small monitor speakers attached to the wall, along with a few randomly distributed posters, postcards and photographs. Post-it note's with hurriedly scribbled words on, line the edge of the computer screen. Besides these the room looks very tidy, as if unused for a while.

 

MARK ANDREWS (32, white) is sat on an office chair in front of the synthesizer. He is wearing a plain shirt and plain jeans. He also wears a blank expression as he stares at the black and white keys. The synthesizer is on. Mark continues to look at the keyboard then switches it off and leaves the room.

 

 

INT - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

 

The room is tastefully decorated in a modern style and contains two chairs, a sofa and a coffee table. In one corner there is a display unit containing various ornaments and framed photographs. In another corner is a television set displaying a bland TV programme.

 

JUDY ANDREWS (29, white) is sat staring at the TV with a blank expression. She has a small plastic ring, the kind you may find in a cheap Christmas cracker, in her hand and is fiddling with it. The door is partially open.

 

 

INT - HALLWAY - NIGHT

 

MARK comes down the stairs and quietly moves towards the door of the living room. He looks at Judy through the gap in the door but doesn't speak. JUDY seems oblivious to his presence. MARK moves away.

FADE TO BLACK

INT – GYM – DAY

It is early and the gym is not yet open to the public. JUDY is running alone in a room full of treadmills. She stares ahead, concentrating on her running.

LATER – Judy is drying herself with a towel as one of the gym’s employee’s, 

CARRRIE enters.

CARRIE

Morning Judy.

JUDY

Morning.

INT – GYM – LADIES LOCKER ROOM – DAY

JUDY is now well dressed in the attire of an assistant gym manager. She checks herself out in a mirror and decides she looks okay. There is a brief moment where she seems to drift into a reverie as she looks into her eyes, but this passes and she moves away from the mirror.

INT – MARK’S STUDIO – DAY

MARK is sat in front of his electronic keyboard, but again is not playing anything. His mobile phone rings and he answers it.

MARK

Hello. (pause) Oh Hi. (pause) I’m good.

(longer pause)Yeah, well it’s getting there. Well on the way.

(pause) Yeah, yeah I know. Next Tuesday. It’ll be ready.

(pause) Okay, Alright, Bye.

MARK hangs up, then looks disconsolately at the keyboard. He switches it off and exits.

INT – GYM OFFICE – DAY

Although small, the office is tidy and indicative of efficiency. JUDY is on the phone to a running machine manufacturer.

JUDY

Yes, it’s a Pacemaster we bought from you last year.

Well it looks like a customer spilt some water on it and

now the computer display doesn’t work.

There is a long pause as the person on the other end of the phone puts JUDY on hold. JUDY keeps the phone to her ear. An employee, MAX, enters and motions the desire to speak to JUDY, who nods affirmation.

MAX

Carol’s rang in sick so there’s only me on the front desk.

JUDY

(annoyed) What am I going to do with that girl. Ask Carrie

to give you a hand if it gets too busy. I’ll try and juggle the 

rota when I get a minute.

MAX

No Derek today?

JUDY

No, he’s visiting the Cheltenham branch to see how they do things.

(back to phone) Yes. Okay. Wednesday at 11. Okay, Great.

 

EXT - COUNTRYSIDE - DAY

 

It is a bright and beautiful spring day: flowers bloom, birds sing, bees buzz. MARK walks through the fields, looking at the world around him, deep in thought. He appears unhappy.

INT – GYM SWIMMING POOL – NIGHT

The gym is now closed and JUDY is in there alone. She stands on the edge of the pool in her swimming costume, then dives in. She swims up and down the empty pool, the sound of her splashes reverberating around the cavernous building.

INT – LIVING ROOM – NIGHT

MARK is sat watching late night TV with the sound very low, but is not really able to concentrate on it. There is a small glass of whiskey on the arm of his chair that he occasionally drinks from. He hears JUDY come in through the front door. He is a little drunk and a little angry as he gets up and moves to the hallway.

INT – HALLWAY – NIGHT

JUDY is taking her coat off as MARK comes through from the living room. She is surprised by him.

JUDY

Oh, you gave me a fright. You’re up late.

MARK

Where’ve you been?

JUDY

I had to work late. Derek was visiting Cheltenham so I

had to gets lots of things ready for tomorrow.

JUDY has finished hanging her coat up and moves past MARK towards the kitchen.

MARK

Who’s Derek?

JUDY

My boss. You’ve met him.

They are now both in the kitchen. JUDY is making herself a cup of herbal tea.

MARK

Oh yeah.

MARK’s anger has now turned to sadness and he has run out of things to say, so he just stands back and watches JUDY.

JUDY

How was your day?

MARK was lost in thought and didn’t hear properly.

MARK

What?

JUDY turns to face MARK with the cup of tea in her hand.

JUDY

What have you done today?

MARK

Just working on some music for one of Ted’s things.

Nothing interesting really.

There is a pause as they look at each other. The silence becomes uncomfortable so MARK feigns tiredness and rubs his eyes.

MARK

Well, I’d best be off to bed. Lots to do tomorrow.

He walks up to JUDY and gives her an awkward goodnight kiss, then exits the kitchen.

JUDY

Night night.

As JUDY stands alone in the kitchen, clutching her tea, a hint of sadness steals across her face.

FADE TO BLACK

INT - MARK'S STUDIO - DAY

 

The glow of the computer screen lights MARK's face, and the hum of the computer breaks the silence. Once again MARK is sat looking at the synthesizer, but not playing it. MARK closes his eyes and a look of determination fills his face. 

 

 

MARK (to himself)

 

Come on

 

 

He opens his eyes and begins to play some music on his synth. Initially it doesn't sound very good, but he tries some different things and it starts to get better. However, something is not quite right and the sounds don't coalesce. MARK gets fed up and turns the synth off.

INT – GYM SWIMMING POOL – DAY

Three lanes of the pool have been given over to a sponsored swim that is taking place. There are a few people by the poolside giving the occasional shout of encouragement to the swimmers. JUDY is stood at the end of the pool with a video camera, recording the event.

EXT – GARDEN – DAY

MARK is sat in the back garden of the house despondently smoking a cigarette and thinking.

INT – GYM RECEPTION AREA – NIGHT

JUDY holds the front door open for CARRIE who is finishing putting her coat on.

CARRIE

Good night. Have a nice weekend.

JUDY

Yeah, you too. Good night.

See you on Monday.

CARRIE leaves and JUDY locks the door behind her. She looks at her watch and thinks for a moment.

INT – GYM SWIMMING POOL – NIGHT

Again JUDY swims alone.

FADE TO BLACK

INT - KITCHEN - DAY

JUDY is preparing a salad. MARK enters.

 

MARK

 

It's a beautiful day outside. We should go for a walk.

 

 

JUDY

 

Maybe.

MARK moves closer to JUDY and gently puts his hand on hers.

MARK

We could pick some flowers.

They look into each others eyes and there is a connection.

 

 

JUDY

 

Okay.

 

 

 

EXT - COUNTRYSIDE - DAY

 

MARK and JUDY walk through the countryside holding each others hands. But JUDY still looks pre-occupied, and MARK doesn't appear happy. They pick some beautiful, colourful flowers with great solemnity.

 

 

INT - MARK'S STUDIO - NIGHT

 

MARK is sat at the synth once again. He starts to play. He experiments with various tunes, trying to find an idea to go with.

 

 

INT - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

 

JUDY is by the open curtains, looking at the darkness outside. She leaves the room, then comes back with the camcorder and some leads. She hooks the camcorder up to the TV and watches the sponsored swim she filmed.

 

 

INT - MARK'S STUDIO - NIGHT

 

MARK has made significant progress and is working on a particular idea. The simple, melancholy tune that he plays becomes non-diegetic.

 

 

INT - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

 

Mark's tune plays throughout this scene. JUDY continues to watch the videotaped swim. Suddenly there is a brief burst of static and the moving image changes to one of a five-year old girl playing in a garden in the sunlight. It is Mark and Judy's daughter, CLARA. Mark's music acts as a soundtrack to the film. Tears stream down JUDY's face.

 

 

Mark's music continues over the following MONTAGE.

Mark tearful as he plays the tune over and over, JUDY crying downstairs.

 

A slow track along photographs of CLARA with MARK and JUDY.

 

MARK and JUDY holding each other and crying in the living room.

 

A slow track back from the flowers that Mark and Judy picked earlier, to reveal that they are on Clara's grave.

 

FADE TO BLACK 
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